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FO THE 


YOUNG GENTLEMEN, 


Students of” Rhode Sfland College; 


OVER WHOM 1 HAVE THE HOYOUR AS WELL AS 
* THE PLEASURE TO PRESIDE, 
1 MOST AFFECTIONATELY RECOMMEND THE MOST 
SERIOUS ATTENTION TO THE 


IMPORTANT TRUTH BROUGHT FORWARD AND ILLUSTRATED 


IN THE FOLLOWING 


SCRMON. 
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THE EXISTENCE or G OD, 


cjoÞPRopo opp 


ROMANS 1. 20. 


For the inviſible things of him fror the creation of the world 
are clearly ſcen, ' being underſtood by the things that are 
made,” even his eternal power and Gockgad, 


X NOTHING will more  effeQually 
guard us againſt vice, than a firm belief of the 
exiſtence of God. For ſurely if we realize; that 
there "is ſuch a Being, we ſhall naturally infer from 
his perfections, from the nature of his moral go- 
vernment, and/from our fituation as rational crea. 
tures, that we are amenable at his awful tribunal. 
Superior power, wiſdom and goodneſs, always lay 
'us under reſtraint, and command our veneration. 
Theſe, even in a mortal, overawe us. They re- 
{train not only the attions, but the words and 
thoughts of the moſt vicious and abandoned. Our 
happineſs, depends on our virtue. Our virtue 
depends on the 'conformity of our hearts and 'con- 
dutt to the laws preſcribed us by our beneficent 
Creator. Of what vaſt importance then is it- to 
our preſent as well as future fclicity, to poſleſs in 

r hearts a feeling ſenſe, and in our underſtand- 
*. a Clear conviction, of the exiſtence'of that 
Being whoſe power and goodneſs are unbounded, 
whole preſence fills immenſity, and whoſe wiſdom, 
*NKE a torrent of lightning, emanates through all 
| the 
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the dark-recefies of eternal duration! How great 
muſt be the effe& of a ſenſe of the preſence of the 
reat Creator and Governor of all things, to whom 
elong the attributes, ctergity, independency, per- 
fe. holineſs, inflexible juſtice, and inviolable 
veracity; complete happineſs and glorious ma- 
Jeſty ; ſupreme right and unbounded dominion ! 
A ſenſe of accountability to God will retard the 
eager purſuit of yice ; it will hymble the heart of the 
roud,it will bridle the tongue of the prophane, and 
Track the knife from the hand of the affalin. . A 
belief of the exiſtence of God. is the true origipal 
ſource of all virtue, and the only fuundation of all 
religion, natural or revealed. Set aſide this great 
tuminous trath, eraſe the conyiftion of it from 
the heart, you then place virtue and vice an the 
ſame level ; you drive afflicted innocence” int 
deipair ; you add. new efirontery to: the mar cod 
vHage of gualt ; you plant thous in the path, ang 
hed an wwpenetrable gloom, over the praſpetts 
of the righteous.,—Sin has alienated the affettions, 
and diverted the attention of men from the great 
Jehovah. | 5 Darkneſs has covered the'earth, and 
groſs darkneſs the;people,” - Men, have worſhip- 
ped the works of their own.hangs, and .neglefied 
the trye God, though his exiſtence and PSSiFFona 
were ſtamped in glaring charatters.qn all creation, 
From the regularity, order, beauty and.conſerv a- 
tion of this great ſyſtem of things, ,of which man 
makes apart ; from the uniform tendepcy of all its 
diviſions to their/ proper ends;, the exiltence. of 
God'/ſhines as cleaxly as the ſun in the heavens, 
.** From the things that are made (ſays the text) are 
feen his etcrnal power and Godhead.” 


8 


**% + 
1, Man himſelf is a proof of God's exiftenee; 
Let us place him before us in his full ſtature. "WE 
are at once imprefſce with the beautiful organiza» 
tion of his body, with the orderly and harmonious 
arrangement, of his members. Such is the diſpo= 
fition, bf. theſe, that their motion 1s the moſt eaſy, 
graceful and uſeful, thateanbe conceived. We are 
altoniſhed to ſee the ſame ſimple matter diverſified 
into ſo many different ſubſtances, of different qua 
lities, ſize, and figure, If we purſue our re- 


ſearches through the internal economy, We ſhall. 


find, that all the differetit opyofite parts corref- 
pond to each other with the utmoſt exaAneſs and 
order ; that they. all anſwer the moſt beneficent 

urpoſes- This wonderful machine, the hiiman 
body, is animated, cheriſhed and prefetved, by x 


ſpirit within, which pervades every particle, feels 


an every orga, warts us of ſnjury, and adminif- 

rs to onr pleaftires, Erect 1n fRtature, man dif- 
fers from. all other animals. Though his foot is 
confined. to the earth, yet his eye meafures the 
whole circuit of heaven, .and in an inftant takes 
in thouſands . of worlds. __ His countenance is 
turned upward, to teach us that he is not like other 
animals, limited to the earth, bur looks forward 
to brighter ſcenes of exiſtence. ih the Tkies.— 
Whence came this ereQt, orderly, beautiful conſti- 
tutton, of the human body ?_Dud it ſpring-up from 
the earth ſelf-formed ? Surely not. Earth itſelf is 


inattiye, matter. That Which bas no motion catr 


never produce any. Man ſurely could not, as 
Has been .vainly and idly ſuppoſed, have been 
ormed wy, the, fortuitous concurrence of atoms, 
We behold the moſt exa@ order in the conſtitu- 
tion of the human body. Order always involves 
deſign, —Delign always involves intelligence.— 
That 
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That intelligence-which dire&ed the orderly forni- 
ation of * Ele 4a body; mult have refided m a 
Being whoſe power was adequate to the produc- 
tion of fuch an effett; Creation lurely 1s the pre- 
rogative of a ſelf-exiſtent, uncauſed Being. Finite 
creatures may arrange and diſpoſe, but, they can- 
not create; they cannot give life.” It 1s an ini- 
verfal law through all nature, that like produces 
like. The ſame laws molt probably obtain through 
the whole ſyſtem in which we ate connefted. We 
have therefore no reaſon to ſuppoſe that angels 
created mari. Neither can we, without the greateſt 
abſurdity, admit, that he was.fortned by hnnſeif; 
or by mere accident. IF in tf latter way, why do 
we never {ce men formed fo in the preſent day ?— 
Why do we never ſee the clods of earth brighten- 
ing into. human fleſh, and the duſt under our feet 
crawling into animated forms, and ſtarting up into 
life and intelligence ? If we even aUtmt that either 
of the forementioned cauſes, might have produced 
man, yet neither of, them could have preſerved 
im in exiſtence one moment. There muſt there- 
fore be a God uncauſed; . independent and com- 
plete. The nobler part of man clearly evinces this 
reat truth. When we conſider the boundleſs de- 
tires and the inconceivable attivity of the fou] of 
man, we-can refer his origin to nothing but God. 
How aſtoniſhing are the. reafoning faculties of 
man! How ſurprizing the power of comparing, 
arranging and connetting his ideas! How won- 
derful is the power of imagination ! On its wings, 
in a moment, we can tranſport ourſelves to the moſt 
diſtant part of the univerſe. We can fly back, and 
live the lives 'of all antiquity, or ſarmount the 
limits of time, and ſail along the valt range of pry 
| nity. 
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nity. Whence- theſe aitoniſhing powers, if, riot 
from.a God of infinite wiſdom,; goodneſs. and 


POWCr ? 53 52 cata 


2. © Taz inviſible things of him from the 
5 are 


ereition' of the world,” ſays the text, 
clearly ſeen.” Let us for a moment behold our 
earth., With what a delightful ſcene are' we here 
preſented! The diverffication of its ſurface anto 
land -and water,' iſlands. and lakes, ſprings. and 
rivers, hills and vallies, mountains and | plainss 
renders.it to man..doubly encaanting, { We are 
entertained with; ap. agreeable variety, withqut 
being diſguſted by % tedious uniformity. - Every 
thing. appears admirably formed. for out -profat 


and delight. There the yallies' are cloathed in * 


ſmiling: green, and the' plains are bending, with 
corn... Here is the, gentle hill to delight the eye, 
and beyond, ſlow! rifing from the earth, ſwells 
the huge mountain; and, . with all its load of was 
ters, rocks and, woods, heaves itlelf up into; the 
ſkies. Why this plealing, yaſt. deformity of -nas 
ture ?, Undoubtedly for the benefit of man., From 
the mountains deſcend ſtreams to. fertilize the 
punk below, and cover them with wealth and 
eauty. The earth not only. produces. every: 
thing neceſlary to ſupport our bodies, but to re- 
medy-our diſeaſes, and gratify our ſenſes. Who 
covered the earth with ſuch a. pleaſing variety % 
fruits and flowers? Who gave them. their-+de- 
lightful fragrance, and painted ,them with ſuch 
exquiſite colours ? Who caules the ſame water to 
whiten in the lily, that bluſhes. in, the. role? Do 
not. theſe things indicate a Cauſe infinitely. ſupe- 
rior to any finite being? Do they..not, directl 
lead us to believe the Fx PER of God, PP 
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( w ) 
tatre his goodneſs, to revere his power, to adore 
his wiſdom, .in ſo happily accommodating our 
external circumſtanees to our ſituation and unters« 
nal conſtitution ? 


- 4. But how ure we aſtoniſhed 40 behold the 
ocean, rolling its immenſe burden of waters 1 
© Pave it fuch a configuration of particles as 
to render it moveable by the leaſt preflure, and 
a the fame time fo ſtrong as to ſupport the 
—_— weights? Who ſpread- out this vaſt high- 
op Hs a 


|] the nations under heaven? Who gave 
t its regular motion? Who confined it within its 
bounds? A little mofe motion would diſorder 
the whole world! A ſmall incitement on the tide 
would drown whole kingdoms. Who reſtrains 
the proud wayes, when the tempeſt lifts them to 
the clouds? Who meaſured the great waters, and 


| fubjefied them to invariable laws? That great 


Being, © who placed the ſand for the bound there- 
of by a perpetual deerec that it cannot pafs; and 
though the waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet care 
they not prevail ; thongh they roar, yet can they 
hot paſs pver,” With reaſon may we believe, 
that from the things that are made, are clearly 


_ - ſeen eternal power and wiſdom. 


4. Pa$stne by the numerous produions and 


s of the carth, let us riſe from it, and 
«rn | 


ider the body of air with which we are far« 
tounded. What a covincing proof do we here 
find of the exiſtence of God! Surh is the ſubtiley 
and tranſparency of the air, that it receives the 
rays'of the fur and ftars, conveying them with 
conceivable velocity to objeAs on the earthy 
tendering them yifible, and decorating AIR 
urface 
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5 
ſurface of the globe with an agreeable intermize 
ure of light, ſhade and tot But {til} this aig 
= a ſufhicient conhitency and ſtrength to Loppert 
clouds, and all the winged inhabitants, Ha! 


light. Had it been more rarified, it would nc 
bave ſupported its znbabitants, nor have affor, 
ſufficient moiſture for the purpoſes of reſpiration, 


ow the air fo nicely, as to give It agicien 
tr 


ength to ſupport eloyds for rain, to affora 


{s 


wind for health, and at the ſame youre to poſſe 
on of conyeying ſound an 


erful is this element! How clearly daes it 
diſcover jafinige wiſdom, power and goodneſs! 


5+ Bur when we caſt our eyes up to the firma, 
ment-of heaven, we clearly {ce that it declares 
God's handy work, Here the immenſe theatre of 
upon us, and diſcloſes ten 


God's works opens 
thouſand magnificent, ſplendid objefts. Wyg 

windle to nothing in compariſon of this augult 
cene of beauty, majeſty and glory. Who reared 
this 'vaſt arch over our heads? Who adorited 


with ſo many ſhining obje&s, placed at ſuch im- 


menſe diſtances fram each other, regular jn their 
motians, invariably obſerving the laws £& which 


ſun atfych a convenient diſtance as not to annoy 
but refreſh us? Who for ſo many ages has ca 
him to- riſe and ſet at fixed times? Whoſe hand 
direfts, and whoſe poyer reſtrains bim ain his 
courſe, cauſing him to produce the agreeable 
changes of day and night, as well as the variety 
of ſeaſons? The order, harmony and regylarity, 
ip the zevobutions _ the heavenly bodies 7.6 
. | 2 uc 
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What then but 'infivite wiſdom could have tems 


light? How 


they were originally ſubje&ed ? Who placed the | 
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fach inconteſtible proofs of the exiſtence! of God, 
that an eminent poet well ſaid, © an undevout 
aftronomer is mad.” In the time of Cicero, 
when the knowledge-of aſtronomy was very im: 
perfeR, he did not hefitate to declare, that in his 
opinion 'the man who aſlerted the heavenly bodies 
were not framed and moved by a divine under- 
ſtanding, was himſelf void of all underſtanding. 
Well indeed is it ſaid, that the heavens declare 
may of God. + T7272 FLIER 


Tris great Being is every where preſent. He 
exilts all around us. He is not, as we are apt to 
imagine, at a great diſtance. Wherever we turn 
hits - tmage 'meets our view. We ſee him in the 
earth, in the ocean, in the air, in the fun, moon 
and ftars. * We feel him in ourſclves. He is'al- | 
ways workiag round us ; he performs the greateſt 


operations, produces the nobleſt effects, di{covers 
himſelf in a Thouſand different ways, and yet the 
Teal GOD remains ntfſeen. Allparts of creation 
are equally under lis T:fpetion. Thourh he 
warms the b:caſt cf the highe!? "angel in neaven, 

7et he breathes life Tmnto the 'meaneſt * infeft on 
earth. © He lives through all his works, ſupport- 
ing all by the word of his power. He ſhines its 
the 'verdure that cloathes the plains, in the lily that, 
dehoHts the vale, and mn the foreſt that waves on 
the mountain, He ſupports the flender reed that 
trembles in_the hreeze, and* the ſturdy oak that 
dehes the tempeſt. His preſence cheers the 'im- 
animate creation, Far mn the wilderneſs, where 
human eye never ſaw, where the ſavage foot never | 
trod, there he bids the blooming foreit ſmile, and | 
the bluſhing roſe open its leaves to the mornin 

ſan... There he cauſes the feathered inhabitant | 

| th 


\. +3 

to whiffle theif wild totes to the liſtening tfees and -- 
echoing/mountains. © There nature lives in all hex 

wanton wildnels. © There the raviſhed eye, hut- 

rying from ſceiie'to feene. is loft in one valt bluſh 

of *beaity: - From the ' dark” ſtream - that”, rolls 
through-the foreſt, the flveriealed hſh leap "ups 

and*dumbly mein the praiſe of God: Though mary 
reinains filent, yet God will 'have praiſe.” He 're- 

gards, obſerves, upholUs, comets and equals all; 


\ 


Tax belief of his exiſtence is not a point 'of mere 
ſpeculation and'amuſement. It is of inconceiva- , 
ble importance to our preſent as well as future fe- 
licity. But while'we believe there is a God, we 
ſhould be' extremely careful to aſcertain, with as 
much accuracy'as*poſhble, what is his real nature. _. 
The'moſt prominent features of this are exhibited ; 
in that incomprebenfible diſplay of wiſdom, power 
and goodnels,' made in the works of creation: ' A'- 
virtuous man ſtands in'a;relation to God which: - 
is peculiarly delightful. The divine perfe&ions 
are all engaged in his defence. He feels powerful 
in God's power, wiſe in his wiſdom, good in his 
goodneſs, | The vicious-manz' on the ' contrary, 
ftands in a relation to God which is of all things 
the moſt dreadful. _ He is 'unwilling to know that 
God has ſufficient wiſdom to ſearch out all his 
wickedneſs, ſufficient goodneſs to the univerſe to 


1 
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determine to puniſh that wickedneſs, and 'ſuffi-' 7: 
ciept power to execute that determination. A- *, 
frm belief in the exiſtence of God will heighten 4 


pas rm gy x 
wx! TI9 


all the enjoyments of life, and, by conforming our 
hearts:to bis will, will ſecure the approbation” of 
a good conſcience, and inſpire us with the hopes 
of a bleſſed immortality, _ 179% 
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Nevar- $4. pageut $0. Gifbolinre the exiſtencg 
of God, when every thing around you proclaings 
his aligns too plain ene 10 be. underſtood. 
Never caſt your eyes on creation without having 
4 Pay pode Bren rote 

When you ſurvey this globe of 


earth,. with all its $ ; when you behold 
It inhabited. by en: of ereamunedy all 


moving in their PROPer ſpheres, all verging ta 
their pr «+ 3 ys | animated by the ſame great 
ſource all ſupported az the fame great 
bounteous table z when you behold not only the 
earth, APE Ae 0000: 4» je air, {warming with 


living. creatures, py. 4n heir fituation ; 
be go you behold oh ung darting a vaſt blaze 

ak 8 OVer heavens, garnithing mighty 
worlds, and waking ten thouſand ſongs of pr 
ſtems Fr 


when you behold unnumbered £f 
through vaſt immeniiy, cloud in {plcoadoury 
.and rolling i mazelty ; ou by theſe 


— your abeeions will ove all the vani- 


of time ; wr 1yll-fou $ will ftruggle with 
on, paſſions and feelings, all 


extacy, and Von re 
united, will ruſh up to the ſkies, with a devout 
«cknowled gmeat of the exiſtence, power, wile 
dom and pear” of God. Let us behold him, 
let us' wonder, let us praiſe and adore. Theſe 
things will make us ow, They will wean us 
from vice, and attach us to vine, As a belief 
of the exiſtence of God is a fundamental point of 
ſalvation, be who denies it runs the greatelt con- 
ceivable hazard. He reſigns the ſatisfaQtion of a 
yood conſcience, quits the hopes of a happy im- 
mortality, and cxpoſes hiumfelf to deſtruttion. All 
this for what? for the ſhort-lived pleaſures of 


ariotouns, diffolute life, How wretched, _ 1 
nas 


ES } 
finds his atheiſtical confidence totall; Uk int- 
ed. Inſtead of his beloved ſleep and inſenfibilityy 


with which he ſo fondly flattered himfelf, he will 


find himſelf ſtill exiſting after death, removed to 
a ſtrange place; he will then find that there 1s 2 


God, who will not ſuffer his rational creatures to 


fall into annihilation as a refuge from the juſt 
puniſhment of their crimes ; he will find himſelf 
doomed to drag on a wretched train of exiſtence 
Ih unavailing woe and lamentation. Alas! how 
aſtoniſhed wiil he be to find himſelf planged in the 
abyſs of ruin and deſperation! God forbid that 
any of us ſhould a@ ſo unwiſely as to diſbelieve, 
Cy thing around us proclaims, bis exiſt 
Ence . 
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